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An Artfayre

which promotes

artists who work

collectively for

mutual, creative 

exchange. 



Preview
Thursday 24th June 6.30pm – 9.30pm
Featuring ‘The Reactor PARTY is for you COMRADE’

Day  1
Friday 25th June 12noon – 5pm

Day 2
Saturday 26th June 12noon – 5pm

Return to Sender – Art Fayre Party.
Saturday 26th June 8pm – 12am (Invite only)
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It’s an Artfayre, not an Art Fair, because it’s grass-roots – making
reference to people organising events for themselves. It’s a choice.
It’s political. Non-parochial. It is part of an international
community of artists who know and work with other communities
of artists. Obviously there are always political and social choices
made by artists in the way that they work and subsequently the
work they make. The Artfayre is a gathering together of artists who
choose to work in relation to other artists, whilst parodying  the
commercial art fair and initiating a discussion around the choices
these artists are making and subsequent issues relevant to their
work. 

This is an experiment  - taking a look for the first time to see
what is happening and hear what these artists are thinking. 
12 different groups of artists from across the UK who work together
in different ways are presenting their work and ideologies over the
weekend. This event has developed from an interest in Fluxus artists
who chose to communicate and develop work and ideas in relation
to other artists. I am interested in the way artists develop ideas
within a community with whom they share interests/art/lifestyle
and know other artists well enough to know their work and what
fires them up; what they care about; what they despair about.

How does living and working in such an environment effect  the
art? The work still has to be rigorous and vital, unapologetic.
Relevant to our lives, playful and serious. What I am most interested
in is work and ideas, which are not developed in a hermetically
sealed vacuum; are evolved out of discussion and listening; having
a laugh; making a mess; revealing your idiocy; trust and friendship;
eating together. Art which by the time it appears in public is owned
and discussed, and has entered the consciousness of a community
of artists – who own it, throw it around, disagree with it, but know
it and are affected by it.
The image of the single unattached super-human, pop-star artists
with a Gallerist pressuring them to make more of the same, only
bigger is the antithesis of what I’m talking about. How does this
skew the development of the artists creativity and consequently the
contribution they make to our shared cultural expression? 

Come to the Artfayre at Waygood. You’ll experience more
creativity under one roof than you have got room in your arts
organisation carrier bag to take home.  

Helen Smith Artist/Founder/Director
June 2004

An International Artfayre at Waygood?
Are you having a laugh? Well yes, and no.
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Who you’ll meet
at the Artfayre:

Artpleasure
Cineside
Disco Artists’ Collective
EmergeD
Multiplus
NewcastleGRAFT
Outernet
Reactor
Starboardhome
Tagsmith
The Darkroom
There Goes Tokyo…
United Networks
Waygood
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Artfayre Stand Plan:

6


